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Introduction 

The purpose of this exemplification pack is to provide teachers and students 
with some examples of marked responses to the productive tasks of the A 
Level in Chinese. The example responses are based on real student answers 
from assessment in 2024 and we have shown their original responses. 

 

In this pack, you will find a mark scheme, a sample of responses, and an 
examiner commentary for each task of Paper 3, which assesses productive 
speaking skills.   

  

If you have any queries regarding this document, please contact 
teachinglanguages@pearson.com. 
 

 

 

  

mailto:teachinglanguages@pearson.com
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Paper 3 Mark scheme: Task 1 
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Task 1 (Discussion on a theme): Exemplar A 

Total marks: 26 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of 

language 
AO4: Knowledge and 
understanding of society and 
culture 

6 out of 6 marks 10 out of 12 marks 10 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously 

throughout, responding with 
assurance to questions and 
statements; able to sustain 
conversation throughout, using 
communication strategies if 
necessary; minimal hesitation. 
 

• Initiates communication by 
consistently taking the lead to 
develop the conversation; elicits 
points of view/checks for 
understanding naturally and 
appropriately at different points in 
the conversation. 

• Consistent variation in use of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary, including 
different types of complex structures and 
idiomatic language, expressing ideas in a 
variety of ways, resulting in articulate 
communication. Examples: 低俗, 价值观, 暴
力, 正面和负面影响 and推动. 
 

• Accurate language throughout resulting in 
coherent speech that is immediately 
understandable. Any errors (e.g. 春联, 家人, 
亲戚 and明) do not hinder clarity of the 
communication. 

 
• Pronunciation and intonation are 

intelligible and easy to understand. 

• Relevant, perceptive ideas consistently 
supported by pertinent 
information/examples/references; 
consistently focused on the cultural and 
social context. Examples include the 
detailed discussion on the impacts 
caused by the development of 
technology. The response to the first 
question was relatively brief and could 
have been developed further. 
 

• Analysis of cultural and social context 
demonstrated by consistently 
developed and justified arguments and 
viewpoints, drawing convincing 
conclusions. 

This student responds to the questions 
spontaneously and initiates 
communication and at different points 
in the conversation. A best fit mark of 6 
is appropriate for interaction.  

A wide range of language is used to produce 
articulate communication with a good range of 
expression. Some errors were evident, and a 
best fit mark of 10 is therefore appropriate for 
accuracy and range of language. 

This student responds very well to most of 
the questions, but could improve on the first 
question. A best fit mark of 10 is appropriate 
for knowledge and understanding of 
society and culture. 
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Task 1 (Discussion on a theme): Exemplar B 

Total marks: 26 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of language AO4: Knowledge and 

understanding of society and 
culture 

5 out of 6 marks 10 out of 12 marks 11 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously 

throughout, responding with 
assurance to questions and 
statements. They are able to sustain 
conversation throughout, using 
communication strategies with 
minimal hesitation. 
 

• Initiates communications by 
consistently taking the lead to 
develop the conversation; elicits 
points of view/checks for 
understanding naturally and 
appropriately at different points in 
the conversation. 

• Consistent variation in use of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary, including different 
types of complex structures and idiomatic 
language, expressing ideas in a variety of 
ways, resulting in articulate communication. 
Examples include有三个原因：第一……第二……
第三……; 一方面……另一方面……; 难以应付, 就业机
会,人口和人才流失 and 缓解……压力. 
 

• Accurate language throughout, resulting in 
coherent speech that is immediately 
understandable; any errors do not hinder 
clarity of the communication. 

 
• Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible 

and mostly accurate. 

• Relevant, perceptive ideas 
consistently supported by pertinent 
information/examples/references; 
consistently focused on the cultural 
and social context.  
 

• Analysis of cultural and social context 
demonstrated by consistently 
developed and justified arguments 
and viewpoints, drawing convincing 
conclusions. 

 

This student responds spontaneously 
and initiates communication except 
some minor hesitation when responding 
to the second question. A best fit mark 
of 5 is appropriate for interaction. 
 

Appropriate language was used to form coherent 
speech. Although correct pronunciation and 
intonation are at times difficult, their speech is 
understood. A best fit mark of 10 is appropriate 
for accuracy and range of language. 

There was a good response to both 
questions, with consistently relevant 
viewpoints. There was a little loss of focus 
on the subtheme, therefore a best fit 
mark of 11 is appropriate for knowledge 
and understanding of society and culture. 
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Task 1 (Discussion on a theme): Exemplar C 

Total marks: 25 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of 

language 
AO4: Knowledge and 
understanding of society and 
culture 

6 out of 6 marks 9 out of 12 marks 10 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously 

throughout, responding with 
assurance to questions and 
statements. They are able to sustain 
conversation throughout, using 
communication strategies if 
necessary with minimal hesitation. 
 

• Initiates communications by 
consistently taking the lead to 
develop the conversation. The 
student elicits points of view/checks 
for understanding naturally and 
appropriately at different points in 
the conversation. 

• Consistent variation in use of 
grammatical structures and vocabulary, 
including different types of complex 
structures and idiomatic language, such 
as 随着……的发展, 因此……总的来说,  一方面
……不过,另一方面…… 博大精深的美食文化 
and世代相传.  
 

• Accurate language throughout most of 
the conversation, resulting in generally 
coherent speech. Errors occur but rarely 
hinder clarity of communication. 
 

• Pronunciation and intonation are 
intelligible and mostly accurate. Some 
inaccurate pronunciation and tones exist, 
e.g. 乐器, 告诉, 怪兽, 现在, 告诉 and归属感, 
but most are intelligible. 

• Relevant, perceptive ideas consistently 
supported by pertinent 
information/examples/references; 
consistently focused on the cultural and 
social context. Relevant examples are 
given, in particular to the first question, 
but the second could have been 
elaborated further. 

 
• Analysis of cultural and social context is 

demonstrated by consistently developed 
and justified arguments and viewpoints, 
drawing convincing conclusions. 
Responses to the follow up questions are 
consistently developed. 

This student responds spontaneously 
and initiates communication. They also 
elicit points of view from the teacher-
examiner. A best fit mark of 6 is 
appropriate for interaction. 

It is evident that the student is able to use a 
range of language to communicate 
articulately. A best-fit mark of 9 is appropriate 
for accuracy and range of language. 
 

This student’s analyses are appropriate and 
consistently supported with relevant 
information and examples. A best fit mark of 
10 is appropriate for knowledge and 
understanding of society and culture. 
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Task 1 (Discussion on a theme): Exemplar D 

Total marks: 19 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of language AO4: Knowledge and 

understanding of society and 
culture 

5 out of 6 marks 6 out of 12 marks 8 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously, 

responding with assurance to 
questions and statements. The 
student is able to sustain 
conversation throughout, using 
communication strategies if 
necessary. There is some minimal 
hesitation in the second question. 
 

• Initiates communications by 
consistently taking the lead to 
develop the conversation; elicits 
points of view/checks for 
understanding naturally and 
appropriately at different points in 
the conversation. 

• Frequent variation in use of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary, including examples 
of complex and idiomatic language, resulting in 
frequent variation of expression and frequent 
sequences of articulate communication. 
Examples include  为了, 而且 and因为…所以…. . 
 

• Accurate sequences of language, resulting in 
some coherent speech; sometimes errors 
occur that hinder clarity of communication. 
Examples: 他们看庆祝, 他们为了明白这些的庆祝, 
得到更高公司的工作, uses 政治 in place of政策 
and所以放置在学校的附近很贵. 

 
• Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible 

though sometimes cause ambiguity. Examples: 
开始, 例如, 开分行, 而且 and 期望. 

• Relevant, occasionally perceptive, 
ideas frequently supported by 
pertinent information and/or 
references. The response is 
predominantly focused on the 
cultural and social context, rather 
than the second question. 

 
• Analysis of cultural and social 

context demonstrated by frequently 
developed and justified arguments 
and viewpoints, often drawing 
convincing conclusions. 

This student responds spontaneously, 
initiating communication at different 
points in the conversation. A best fit 
mark of 5 is appropriate for interaction. 

The student is able to use a range of language to 
express their ideas, but there are some errors and 
lack of clarity. A best fit mark of 6 is appropriate for 
accuracy and range of language. 

The student responds well overall, but 
more focus on the second question was 
needed. A best fit mark of 8 is 
appropriate for knowledge and 
understanding of society and culture. 
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Paper 3 Mark scheme: Task 2 (Independent research) 
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Task 2: (Independent research) Exemplar E 

Part 1 10 out of 12 marks 

Part 2 25 out of 30 marks 

Total 35 out of 42 marks 

Part 1 

Total marks: 10 out of 12 marks 
AO2: Responding to written language in speech 
• Presents a clear summary of named written sources, giving a clear outline of authors’ main points/ideas. 
• Gives a relevant personal response to the written sources supported with some justification. 

This presentation lasts just over two minutes. It begins with the research title and follows with a clear summary of two named 
written sources. While they respond to the first article with convincing justification, they could have given a clearer personal 
viewpoint when responding to the second one. A best fit mark of 10 is appropriate for responding to written language in speech. 
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Part 2 

Total marks: 25 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of 

language 
AO4: Knowledge and understanding 
of society and culture 

6 out of 6 marks 9 out of 12 marks 10 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously 

throughout, responding with 
assurance to questions and 
statements. The students is able to 
sustain conversation throughout, 
using communication strategies if 
necessary, with minimal hesitation. 
 

• Initiates communication by 
consistently taking the lead to 
develop the conversation. They 
elicit points of view and check for 
understanding naturally and 
appropriately at different points in 
the conversation. 

• Frequent variation in use of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary, including 
examples of complex and idiomatic 
language, for example: 但实际上, 更, 首先从
政府的角度来看……而且从国民角度来看……. 
and这样，就会让. 
 

• Accurate language throughout most of the 
conversation, resulting in generally 
coherent speech; errors occur but rarely 
hinder clarity of communication. 
Examples: 现状, 合配 and中年人比年青人照
顾老年人的时候, 对我来说更好, 因为他们更丰
富经验…. 
 

• Pronunciation and intonation are 
intelligible and mostly accurate. Inaccurate 
pronunciation includes 招聘，限制，面临，
解雇，and医疗. 

• Relevant, occasionally perceptive ideas 
frequently supported by pertinent 
information and/or references. The response 
is consistently focussed on the cultural and 
social context. 
 

• Analysis of cultural and social context 
demonstrated by consistently developed 
and justified arguments and viewpoints, 
drawing convincing conclusions. 

Points of view are elicited from the 
teacher-examiner well. A best fit mark 
of 6 is appropriate for interaction. 

A good ability in manipulating the language is 
shown though there are some errors. A best fit 
mark of 9 is appropriate for accuracy of 
language. 

A high level of understanding on different 
aspects of the Chinese society is demonstrated. 
A best fit mark of 10 is appropriate for 
knowledge and understanding of society and 
culture. 
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Task 2: (Independent research) Exemplar F 

Part 1 7 out of 12 marks 

Part 2 25 out of 30 marks 

Total 32 out of 42 marks 

 

Part 1 

Total marks: 7 out of 12 marks 
AO2: Responding to written language in speech 

• Presents a clear summary of named written sources, giving a clear outline of authors’ main points/ideas. 
• Gives a personal response with limited justification, loses focus on the written sources, straying into general opinion.  

This presentation lasts just under two minutes, begins with the research title and introduces the two named written sources, 
following with the main viewpoints of each of the articles, and ending with their conclusion. There is little justification about why 
they have their standpoint. A best fit mark of 7 is appropriate for responding to written language in speech. 
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Part 2 

Total marks: 25 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of 

language 
AO4: Knowledge and 
understanding of society and 
culture 

6 out of 6 marks 9 out of 12 marks 10 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously throughout, 

responding with assurance to 
questions and statements. The student 
is able to sustain conversation 
throughout, using communication 
strategies if necessary with minimal 
hesitation. 
 

• Initiates communication by 
consistently taking the lead to develop 
the conversation; elicits points of 
view/checks for understanding 
naturally and appropriately at different 
points in the conversation. 
 

• Frequent variation in use of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary, including 
examples of complex and idiomatic 
language, such as 以中国来说, 创造……机会. 
 

• Accurate language throughout most of the 
conversation, resulting in generally 
coherent speech; errors occur but rarely 
hinder clarity of communication. Examples:  
可以卖他们的产品卖得比较便宜给其他国家，所

以可以非常帮助他们的经济, 中国投资非常多钱
在加勒比地区, and 这些东西. 
 

• Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible 
and mostly accurate. 

• Relevant, occasionally perceptive 
ideas frequently supported by 
pertinent information and examples. 
The response is consistently focused 
on the cultural and social context. 

 
• Analysis of cultural and social context is 

demonstrated by consistently 
developed and justified arguments and 
viewpoints, drawing very convincing 
conclusions. 

This student responds to the teacher-
examiner’s question well and they elicit 
points of view from the teacher-examiner. 
A best fit mark of 6 is appropriate for 
interaction. 

A good ability in manipulating the language is 
shown. Errors and inaccurate pronunciation do 
not prevent their meaning being conveyed. A 
best fit mark of 9 is appropriate for accuracy of 
language. 

There is a very good knowledge and 
understanding on different aspects of the 
research topic, but a little loss of focus on 
the cultural and social context. A best fit 
mark of 10 is appropriate for knowledge 
and understanding of society and culture. 
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Task 2: (Independent research) Exemplar G 

 

 

Part 1 

Total marks: 7 out of 12 marks 
AO2: Responding to written language in speech 
• Presents a clear summary of named written sources, giving a clear outline of authors’ main points/ideas. 
• Gives a mostly relevant personal response with occasional justification, some loss of focus on the written sources.  

 

This student uses just under two minutes for their presentation, begins with an introduction to their research topic, and follows 
with very clear summaries of two Chinese written resources. However, they only give their response to the second author and 
their justification is paraphrasing the author’s viewpoints, with no response to the first one. A best fit mark of 7 is appropriate for 
responding to written language in speech. 
 

 

  

Part 1 7 out of 12 marks 

Part 2 20 out of 30 marks 

Total 27 out of 42 marks 
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Part 2 

Total marks: 20 out of 30 marks 
AO1: Interaction AO3: Accuracy and range of language AO4: Knowledge and 

understanding of society and 
culture 

4 out of 6 marks 7 out of 12 marks 9 out of 12 marks 
• Interacts spontaneously for 

extended sections of the 
conversation, responding mostly 
with assurance but needing 
occasional prompting; able to 
sustain most of the conversation, 
using communication strategies if 
necessary. There is occasional 
hesitation. 

• Initiates communication by 
consistently taking the lead to 
develop the conversation. They elicit 
points of view and check for 
understanding naturally and 
appropriately at different points in 
the conversation. 

• Frequent variation in use of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary, including 
examples of complex and idiomatic language, 
resulting in frequent variation of expression 
and frequent sequences of articulate 
communication. 
 

• Accurate language throughout most of the 
conversation, resulting in generally coherent 
speech. Errors occur but rarely hinder the 
clarity of communication. 

Examples include: 经济的问题, 父母子女的关系
提高了 and 父母觉得望子成龙，望女成凤…. 
 

• Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible 
though sometimes inaccurate, for example 经
济, 好处, 政策, 差距 and 教育. 

• Relevant, perceptive ideas are 
consistently supported by pertinent 
information/examples/references; 
consistently focused on the cultural 
and social context. 

 
• Analysis of cultural and social context 

demonstrated by frequently 
developed and justified arguments and 
viewpoints, often drawing convincing 
conclusions. At times however, 
viewpoints are not fully developed, 
which impacts the clarity of conclusion. 
For example, they could have provided 
some justification for why the policy 
could improve parent-child 
relationships. 

This student interacts with the teacher-
examiner naturally with occasional 
hesitation. A best fit mark of 4 is 
appropriate for interaction. 

This student generally speaks with accurate 
sentence structure, though there are some 
inaccuracies. A best fit mark of 7 is appropriate for 
accuracy of language. 

This student’s analyses are relevant and 
their arguments are generally justified, but 
could be further developed. A best fit mark 
of 9 is appropriate for knowledge and 
understanding of society and culture. 

 


